
MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

A. CALENDAR 

B. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
TH

 MEETINGS 

1. Electric Committee - at 6:30 pm 

I. Approval of Minutes – the minutes from the July 9
th

 meeting are attached. 

II. Review/Approval of the Electric Billing Determinants for September – the Billing 

Determinants for September, 2012 and Rate Comparisons to Prior Periods are enclosed. 

III. Electric Department Report –  

IV. Net Metering Policy (Tabled) – enclosed is the Draft policy 

2. Board of Public Affairs - at 6:30 pm 

3. Water, Sewer, Refuse, Recycling & Litter Committee - at 7:00 pm 

I. Approval of Minutes – the August 13
th

 meeting minutes are attached. 

Note – We have enclosed two (2) separate documents with discussion on items for this Committee 

II. Review of Responsibility for Sanity Sewer Tap Repair and New Installation (Tabled) -  

Paragraph (d) in Section 1. of Ordinance No. 052-08 addresses this issue 

III. Low Occupancy Bill – Greg has put together the attached spreadsheet 

IV. Water Treatment Plant Evaluation (Tabled) 

V. Review of Rules and Rates for a Second House Meter – please see Rule 5.8 of Ordinance 

No. 089-08  and the table found at item C. in Ordinance No. 080-11  

4. Municipal Properties, Buildings, Land Use & Economic Development - CANCELED 

C. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
TH

 MEETINGS 

1. Board of Zoning Appeals - at 4:30 pm 

2. Planning Commission - CANCELED 

TO:            Mayor & Members of Council 

FROM:  Jon Bisher 

SUBJECT:        General Information 

DATE:        September 7, 2012 



D. FRIDAY, SEPTEMER 14
TH 

MEETING 

1. Health Care Cost Committee – at 8:30 am 

E. RELATED ITEMS 

1. Letter to Henry County Republican Party notifying of vacancy on City Council 

2. AMP UPDATE/August 31, 2012 

3. EFFICIENCY SMART PROGRAM flier that will be enclosed with the City utility bills. 

4. Ohio Municipal League Bulletin/September 7, 2012 

5. TMACOG September 2012 Big Picture Newsletter 

6.     The EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION PICNIC will be held on Monday, Sept. 10
th

  

   from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm at the Oberhaus Shelterhouse       
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 
 

ELECTRIC COMMITTEE 
 

LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio  
 

 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, September 10, 2012 at 6:30 PM 
 
 

I. Approval of Minutes (In the Absence   of  any Objections or Corrections, the  
              Minutes Shall Stand Approved) 

 

II.       Review/Approval of the Electric Billing Determinants for September:             
                 Generation Charge: Residential @ $.07189; Commercial @ $.08454;       
           Large Power @ $.05045; Industrial @ $.05045; Demand Charge     Large  
           Power @ $9.37; Industrial @ $9.60; JV Purchased Cost: JV2 @       
           $.03055; JV5 @ $.03055 
 
III.     Electric Department Report 
 
IV.      Net Metering Policy (Tabled) 
       
V.        Any Other Items to Come Before the Board 
                                                                                                                                                                      
 
    ______________________________________________ 
    Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 

ELECTRIC COMMITTEE 

Special Meeting Minutes 
Monday, July 9, 2012 at 6:00 PM 

 
                 PRESENT  

Electric Committee 

 

BOPA 

Travis Sheaffer – Chair (arrived at 6:12 PM), Glenn Miller, Patrick McColley, 

James Hershberger (ProTem) 

Keith Engler – Chair, Tom Druhot, Mike DeWit 

City Staff 

               

 

 

 

 

Recorder 

Others 

Ronald A. Behm, Mayor 

Matt Bilow, Wastewater Superintendent 

Dr. Jon A. Bisher, City Manager 

Dennis Clapp, Electric Superintendent 

Trevor M. Hayberger, Law Director 

Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 

Barbara Nelson 

News Media, Jeff Waisner, Chris Ridley, Jeff Lankenau, John Helberg  

                  ABSENT  

None 

 

Call To Order Acting Chairman Miller called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 

 

Approval Of Minutes 

 

The June 11 meeting minutes stand approved as presented with no objections or 

corrections. 

 

Billing Determinants  

 

The electric billing determinants for July were presented for review.  

 

Motion To Accept BOPA 

Recommendation For 

Approval Of Electric Billing 

Determinants  

 

 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Motion:   McColley                    Second:  Hershberger 

To accept the BOPA recommendation for approval of electric billing 

determinants for July 2012 as follows:  

Generation Charge: Residential @ $.08760; Commercial @ $.10883; Large 

Power @ $.05956; Industrial @ $.05956; Demand Charge Large Power @ 

$12.01; Industrial @ $12.30; JV Purchased Cost: JV2 @ $.03748; JV5 @ 

$.03748 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Miller, McColley, Hershberger 

Nay- 

 

Electric Department Report Clapp gave the Electric Department Report (attached). Hershberger commended 

Clapp for an excellent job. Engler asked if the City was participating in mutual 

aid with other cities. Clapp said we were asked for a couple of days but we have 

three new men who couldn’t go by themselves. We only had one experienced 

employee here since one was on vacation and we had big storms coming. 

(Sheaffer arrived.)  

 

Net Metering Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

Hayberger said the proposed Net Metering Policy didn’t make it to the packet, 

but was emailed to Council.  Bisher said BOPA members did not receive it due 

to a miscommunication. There were no significant changes to what we talked 

about. The program is for solar only. It pays back or credit for 50% of what is 

generated in excess at average monthly cost of power. McColley said he 

thought it was agreed that we would compensate in kilowatt hours, not money. 
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Bisher said the policy talks about average cost. Discussion ensued on 

compensating for excess power. DeWit asked if a check is written at the end of 

the year. Bisher said the account would be credited for 50% of the excess. 

McColley suggested that no checks be cut if the account is closed. The credit 

would roll with the property instead. He also recommended that the contracts 

automatically renew for the same terms and conditions unless one party 

declines. 

 

Sheaffer said the customer should have liability insurance. Engler found a 

memo written in February 2012 verifying that “the Busch’s would be credited 

for the quantity of energy measured in kilowatt hours delivered to the municipal 

electric system at 50% the quantity of energy normally consumed, and that this 

calculation be performed annually, with a credit paced on the Busch’s account 

equal to the number of kWh delivered the previous year multiplied by .5.” 

Sheaffer said he would rather go with our cost than wholesale cost. Engler said 

we can do whatever we want. This is just a reference point. 

 

Engler requested that a scenario with random, realistic numbers be created, 

crediting the customer both ways with kWh vs. monetary including generation 

fees on that amount using the average for last year. McColley recommended 

throwing in a number and include how much it would be this year based on last 

year. It could be written as Option A and Option B. Engler asked that this be 

emailed to BOPA and Electric Committee for review before the next meeting. 

Hayberger cautioned members not to talk about the email with each other prior 

to the meeting as this could create a problem with the Sunshine law. DeWit left 

the meeting.  

 

Motion To Table  Net 
Metering Policy 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

 

Motion:  Miller                                Second: McColley 

To table Net Metering Policy 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Sheaffer, Miller, McColley 

Nay- 

 

AMPGS Outstanding 

Liability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bisher said Heath did a good job of explaining this issue in his memo 

(attached). When the Meigs County project went through the ceiling, we were 

into it for hundreds of millions of dollars. The decision was made to stop the 

project and fuel switch to probably natural gas. By fuel switching we went with 

Fremont which was already built. It worked out to be the right thing.  Money is 

still stranded in buying the site and some work done. We were a small part of 

this deal, but it still cost us money. The approximate number is $1.9 million 

maximum that we are into this for. There are mitigating conditions like a 

lawsuit now. We don’t know how it will settle. We have an obligation here. 

AMP suggested we put $1 extra on that contract, but we felt more comfortable 

with $3. This comes up again because it was carried on the books as a project in 

construction. In 2012, Fremont went commercial. The auditors look at it 

differently because it’s not under construction. Heath worked with AMP to be 

sure it satisfies the independent auditors. They recommended a couple changes 

on the last page on how the credits apply - $1,962,000 as of 12/31/11 on 

AMPGS only. That is not the end of the ticker. It will be carried on AMP’s 

books. The interest is accruing and additional legal fees are accruing based on 

the lawsuit. This is a reportable condition that is part of the audit. Each City has 

to come up with what they feel they must do. Our initial share allocation is 12 
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kW, not on the additional 10 kW. We have an allocation of 22 kW and may be 

on the hook for additional percentage, but it is not in these numbers or we are 

looking at another $1.7 million potential liability. The Law Director has also 

acknowledged liability. Hayberger said we haven’t been billed for anything yet. 

Heath said we have not, but these are contractual obligations. 

Motion To Accept The 

Recommendation Of BOPA 

Regarding AMPGS Project 

Liability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-2 

    Nay-0 

    Abstain - 1 

 

Motion:  Miller                              Second: Sheaffer 

To accept the recommendation of the BOPA regarding accepting the 

recommendation of the Finance Director concerning AMPGS Project Liability 

to the City, acknowledging the following: 

• Receipt and understanding of the AMPGS Project Liability to the City 

• Acceptance of handling the liability as a “Contingent Liability” and not 

booking the liability as of December 31, 2011. 

• The intent to pay the Net Liability at some point in the future through 

the use of Cash Reserves, or recover it by passing it through to 

Customers on the billing. 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Sheaffer, Miller 

Nay- 

Abstain - McColley 

 

Motion To Adjourn 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Motion:  Miller                       Second: McColley 

To adjourn at 6:58 PM 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Sheaffer, Miller, McColley 

Nay- 

 

Approved: 

 

August 13, 2012 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

Travis B. Sheaffer, Chair 

 

 



















































 

CITY OF NAPOLEON 
ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 

 

NET METERING 

 

(A)   NET METERING.   

Net Metering means measuring the difference between the electricity supplied over the electric 

distribution system (power grid) and the electricity generated by the consumer’s solar power 

system which is fed back into the electric distribution system over a specific billing period.   

(B)  AVAILABILITY OF SERVICE.  

Net Metering is available to qualifying consumers on a first come, first served basis, who own 

and operate qualifying consumer-generator facilities designed to operate in parallel with the 

City's Electric System.  The City Manager reserves the right to deny any consumer, for any 

reason, the ability to enter into a net metering agreement with the City.   

(C)  CONDITIONS OF SERVICE.  

1.   A qualifying consumer is one whose generating facility complies with all the 

following requirements:  

a.  Is fueled by solar power not to exceed 10 kWh SEVENTY-FIVE 
PERCENT (75%) OF CONSUMER’S PERSONAL USAGE LOAD; 

b.  Is owned and operated by the consumer and is located on the consumer-

generator's premises;  

c.  Is designed and installed to operate in parallel with the City's Electric 

System without adversely affecting the operation of equipment and service of the City and its 

consumers and without presenting safety hazards to City and consumer personnel; and,  

d.  Is intended primarily to offset part or all of the consumer-generator's 

electricity needs.  

2.   The consumer's generating equipment shall be installed in accordance with the 

manufacturer's specifications as well as all applicable provisions of the National Electrical Code. 

All equipment and installations shall comply with all applicable safety and performance 

standards established by the National Electrical Code, the Institute of Electrical and Electronic 

Engineers, and Underwriters Laboratories.   

  3.  An application for interconnection with the City's distribution system must be 

made by the consumer or the consumer's authorized representative. The interconnection permit 

must provide at least the following information regarding the consumer-generator's facility: 

Inverter type, size, certification, and manufacturer's specifications including details about circuit 

protective devices; generation facility certifications; the installing electrician name, address, and 

phone number; and proof of inspection and approval from the appropriate City inspector(s). 

(D)  METERING.   

Net energy metering shall be accomplished using a single meter capable of registering the flow 

of electricity in each direction. If the existing electrical meter installed at the consumer's facility 

is not capable of measuring the flow of electricity in two directions, the consumer shall be 

responsible for all expenses for the purchase and installation of an appropriate meter with such 

capability. The City may, at the consumer’s or the city’s expense and with written consent of the 



 

consumer, install one or more additional meters to monitor the flow of electricity.  

(E)  RATE.   

At the end of the billing period a CALCULATION WILL BE MADE TO DETERMINE THE 
DIFFERENCE, IF ANY, BETWEEN THE AMOUNT OF KWH SUPPLIED TO THE 
CONSUMER FROM THE CITY’S SYSTEM AND THE AMOUNT OF KWH SUPPLIED TO 
THE CITY’S SYSTEM FROM THE CONSUMER “true-up” (the amount of kWh supplied 

to the consumer minus the kWh supplied to the City’s system from the consumer, at the 

same site) will be determined. 

1. Credit:  If the consumer generator's facility feeds more kWh of electricity back to 

the City’s system than the City supplies to the consumer, at the same site, during the billing 

period, then fifty percent (50%) of the excess KWH will be given as a KWH credit for the 

beginning of the next billing period for the same site.  AT NO TIME WILL THE CONSUMER 
BE ENTITLED TO, NOR COMPENSATED FOR, ANY MONETARY PAYOUT OF THE 
EXCESS ELECTRICITY FED BACK TO THE CITY’S SYSTEM.   

2. Billing Period:  the billing period is January 1
st
 through either December 31

st
 of 

each calendar year or the last day of the month in which the consumer ceases operation of the net 

metering agreement, whichever comes first. 

3. Determination of the Value of per kWH: is the average monthly cost paid by 

the City per kWh for all kWh supplied to the City during the billing period  
FOR EXAMPLE: AT THE END OF THE BILLING PERIOD IT WAS DETERMINED 
THAT CONSUMER X’S SOLAR SYSTEM DELIVERED TO THE CITY’S SYSTEM 
100KWH, THEN CONSUMER X WOULD RECEIVE A CREDIT OF 50 KWH FOR THAT 
SAME SITE.   

(F)  SPECIAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.   

1.   Each customer under a net meter system must carry a minimum of $100,000.00 in 

liability insurance naming the City as an additional insured. 

2.   The customer-generator must install and maintain a manual disconnect switch that 

will disconnect the net metering facility from the Napoleon Utilities electric system.  The 

disconnect switch must be a lockable, load-break switch that plainly indicates whether it is in the 

open or closed position. The disconnect switch must be readily accessible to Napoleon Utility 

personnel at all times and located within 10 feet of the meter.  The disconnect switch may be 

located more than 10 feet from the billing meter provided that permanent instructions are posted 

at the meter indicating the precise location of the disconnect switch.  This information must be 

indicated on the application form and approved by the Utility. 

(G)  ADDITIONAL CHARGES.  

The consumer shall pay any additional charges, as determined by the City, for equipment, labor, 

metering, testing, or inspections that are requested by the consumer or needed by the City.  

(H)  LENGTH OF TERM.  

Contracts under this schedule shall be made for a period of not less than one year.  

 



 

 

City of Napoleon, Ohio 
 

BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS (BOPA) 
 

LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio  
 

 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, September 10, 2012 at 6:30 PM 
 

I. Approval of Minutes (In the Absence   of  any Objections or Corrections, the  
              Minutes Shall Stand Approved) 

 

II.       Review/Approval of the Electric Billing Determinants for September:             
               Generation Charge: Residential @ $.07189; Commercial @ $.08454;       
           Large Power @ $.05045; Industrial @ $.05045; Demand Charge     Large  
           Power @ $9.37; Industrial @ $9.60; JV Purchased Cost: JV2 @       
           $.03055; JV5 @ $.03055 
 
III.     Electric Department Report 
 
IV.       Review of Responsibility for Sanitary Sewer Tap Repair and New  
            Installation (Tabled) 
 
V.        Any Other Items to Come Before the Board 
                                                                                                                                                                      
 
    ______________________________________________ 
    Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 

BOARD OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 13, 2012 at 6:30 PM 

 
                 PRESENT  

BOPA Keith Engler – Chair, Tom Druhot, Mike DeWit 

Water, Sewer Committee 

City Staff 

               

 

 

 

 

 

Recorder 

Others 

Jeffrey Lankenau - Chair, Jim Hershberger, Chris Ridley 

Ronald A. Behm, Mayor 

Dr. Jon A. Bisher, City Manager 

Dennis Clapp, Electric Superintendent 

Trevor Hayberger, Law Director 

Chad Lulfs, City Engineer 

Christine Peddicord, Acting Finance Director 

Lori Rausch, Utility Billing Supervisor 

Barbara Nelson 

News Media, John Helberg, Jack Shoemaker 

                  ABSENT  

Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 

 

Call To Order Chairperson Engler called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

 

Approval Of Minutes 

 

The July meeting minutes stand approved as presented with no objections or 

corrections.  

 

Bisher noted that BOPA normally meets in conjunction with the Electric 

Committee. Due to two Electric Committee members not being available to 

meet tonight, that meeting was canceled. 

 

Review Of Determinants  

 

The electric billing determinants for August were presented for review.  

 

Motion To Recommend 

Approval Of Electric Billing 

Determinants  

 

 

 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Motion: DeWit                          Second:  Druhot 

To recommend approval of electric billing determinants for August 2012 as 

follows:  

Generation Charge: Residential @ $.08010; Commercial @ $.09363; Large 

Power @ $.05565; Industrial @ $.05565; Demand Charge Large Power @ 

$9.31; Industrial @ $9.40; JV Purchased Cost: JV2 @ $.02280; JV5 @ $.02280 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Druhot, DeWit, Engler 

Nay- 

 

Electric Department Report Clapp read the Electric Department Report that was included in the Council 

packet.  

 

Motion To Untable 
Net Metering Policy 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Motion:  DeWit                          Second: Druhot 

To remove Net Metering Policy from the table 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Druhot, DeWit, Engler 

Nay- 
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Net Metering Policy 

 

 

 

 

Bisher said Hayberger suggested that BOPA look at the revised policy. If they 

decide to approve it, Council can decide if they want to go ahead and approve 

the policy directly instead of waiting for the Committee. Engler said he read 

through the policy and studied it. He agrees with the changes. The policy is 

very stringent and no money is exchanged. This policy is not one that will make 

people go out and buy solar to sell back to the City. Bisher added that the policy 

is for solar power only. 

 

Motion To Recommend 

Approval Of Net Metering 
Policy 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

 

Motion: DeWit                            Second: Druhot 

To recommend approval of Net Metering Policy 

 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Druhot, DeWit, Engler 

Nay- 

 

DeWit asked if the City is getting rid of its generators because of diesel 

regulations. Bisher said the EPA rule as proposed would allow us to run the 

generators an unlimited time for emergency operations, but only 15 hrs per year 

to shave peaking. In order to sell into the market for capacity, we have to 

guarantee PGM that they can run at least 60 hours per year. This violates the 

EPA rule. We did not bid into the primary capacity market for this reason. 

 

DeWit noted that even with all the air conditioners running, we didn’t increase 

our load. Bisher said he believes the energy efficiency program is helping. 

There will be a special energy efficiency giveaway in October. Clapp said 

people paying their bills at the City will receive free light bulbs and energy 

information. Rausch said bills are due Oct. 15 or 16. DeWit left the meeting at 

6:50 PM.  

 

Review Of Responsibility For 
Sanitary Sewer Tap Repair & 
New Installation Remained 

Tabled 

 

Review Of Responsibility For Sanitary Sewer Tap Repair & New Installation 

remained tabled. 

Lawn Meter Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bisher said we read water meters and assume that all water going into the house 

goes down the sewer. Lawn meters are for filling a swimming pool or watering 

a yard. When a lawn meter is returned, we deduct the number of units from the 

sewer side of the bill. Another option is to put in a second permanent water 

meter. The primary meter is billed for water and sewer, but the secondary goes 

to the yard faucet and is only billed for water. This is costly (approximately 

$1,000-$1,500) because you have to do backflow.  

 

We have 50 lawn meters in the system now. There were only four available 

today, but this is an unusual year. The rule may need to be changed. Sewer rates 

are higher than water rates so using a lawn meter cuts the bill by 53-54%. If we 

have to go to water rationing, we will pick up lawn meters and not let anyone 

water. Rausch said the policy says people can keep lawn meters for 90 days, we 

would like to go to 30 days in drought season. 

 

Engler recommended going with 30 days for lawn meters. Lankenau said 

customers can bring the meter back and then take it out again the next day if 

needed. 
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Motion To Modify Rule 5.4 

As Recommended 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-2 

    Nay-0 

Motion:  Druhot                       Second:  Engler 

To instruct staff to modify the present special watering rule 5.4 along the lines 

of the recommendation 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Druhot, Engler 

Nay- 

 

Motion To Adjourn 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-2 

    Nay-0 

Motion: Druhot                       Second:  Engler 

To adjourn the meeting at 7:17 PM 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Druhot, Engler 

Nay- 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Date 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

Keith Engler, Chair 

 



 

 

City of Napoleon, Ohio 
 

WATER, SEWER, REFUSE, RECYCLING  

& LITTER COMMITTEE 
 

LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio  
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Monday, September 10, 2012 at 7:00 PM 
 

   I.      Approval of Minutes (In the Absence of any Objections or Corrections, the  
               Minutes Shall Stand Approved) 

 

II.      Review of Responsibility for Sanitary Sewer Tap Repair and New  

Installation (Tabled) 

 

III.    Low Occupancy Bill (Tabled) 

 

    IV.    Water Treatment Plant Evaluation (Tabled) 

 

V.      Review of Rules & Rates for a Second House Meter 

 

    VI.    Any Other Matters Currently Assigned To Committee 

                                                                                                                                                                      

 

                       __________________________________________ 
                                Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 

WATER, SEWER, REFUSE, RECYCLING & LITTER COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes 
Monday, August 13, 2012 at 6:30 PM 

 
                 PRESENT  

Water, Sewer Committee 

BOPA 

City Staff 

               

 

 

 

 

 

Recorder 

Others 

Jeffrey Lankenau - Chair, Jim Hershberger, Chris Ridley 

Keith Engler – Chair, Tom Druhot 

Ronald A. Behm, Mayor 

Dr. Jon A. Bisher, City Manager 

Dennis Clapp, Electric Superintendent 

Trevor Hayberger, Law Director 

Chad Lulfs, City Engineer 

Christine Peddicord, Acting Finance Director 

Lori Rausch, Utility Billing Supervisor 

Barbara Nelson 

News Media, John Helberg, Jack Shoemaker 

                  ABSENT  

Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 

 

Call To Order Chairperson Lankenau called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Approval Of Minutes 

 

 

Review Of Responsibility For 
Sanitary Sewer Tap Repair & 
New Installation Remained 

Tabled 

 

The July meeting minutes stand approved as presented with no objections or 

corrections. 

 

Review Of Responsibility For Sanitary Sewer Tap Repair & New Installation 

remained tabled. 

Lawn Meter Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bisher said we read water meters and assume that all water going into the house 

goes down the sewer. Lawn meters are for filling a swimming pool or watering 

a yard. When a lawn meter is returned, we deduct the number of units from the 

sewer side of the bill. Another option is to put in a second permanent water 

meter. The primary meter is billed for water and sewer, but the secondary goes 

to the yard faucet and is only billed for water. This is costly (approximately 

$1,000-$1,500) because you have to do backflow.  

 

We have 50 lawn meters in the system now. There were only four available 

today, but this is an unusual year. The rule may need to be changed. Sewer rates 

are higher than water rates so using a lawn meter cuts the bill by 53-54%. If we 

have to go to water rationing, we will pick up lawn meters and not let anyone 

water. Rausch said the policy says people can keep lawn meters for 90 days, we 

would like to go to 30 days in drought season. 

 

Engler recommended going with 30 days for lawn meters in prolonged drought 

conditions. Lankenau said customers can bring the meter back and then take it 

out again the next day if needed. 
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Motion To Accept BOPA 

Recommendation 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Motion:   Hershberger                      Second:  Ridley 

To accept BOPA recommendation with respect to modifying rule 5.4 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Lankenau, Hershberger, Ridley 

Nay- 

Water Tap Fee For 804 W. 

Washington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hershberger said he will abstain from voting on this issue since he has a 

conflict.  Hayberger said Hershberger must also abstain from discussing the 

issue if there is a conflict.  Mayor Behm said he received a call from property 

owners at 804 W Washington. The City disconnected their water from the main 

water line at the street for their vacant lot.  This was done in case there are leaks 

or to keep the line from being ripped up during street repairs. The property 

owners could build on the lot, but don’t know their plans yet. They purchased 

the lot this year and had the house there demolished, leveled off and they 

planted grass on the lot. They will have to pay additional fees to reconnect to 

the water line later. The Mayor told them he would come to Council to see if 

they would offer a two year variance on fees if they build within that time. The 

house that was demolished was an eyesore in the neighborhood for many years.  

 

Bisher said it is our policy to remove meters and taps from vacant lots. We get 

the tap out of the ground and seal it off at the main. There is a new plastic 

waterline on this street. We will take the tap off one way or another. We’ll 

reattach to the plastic line when needed. This will prevent damage in the 

meantime. This is a sellable and buildable lot. If someone puts up a new house, 

they need a water tap and pay for it. This costs about $800 to the right of way 

and is paid to the City. It would be more if they wanted a bigger line. The 

Mayor is saying there are extenuating circumstances and is asking that the tap 

fee be waived for two years. Lulfs reported that the water/sewer rules say there 

must be a house on the property before it is tapped. 

 

Mayor Behm said the property owners spent money to tear a house down that 

was there for years. They received numerous thank you cards from neighbors. 

Lankenau asked if this is the proper procedure for this request. Hayberger said 

he doesn’t believe the Committee can make the final determination. Lankenau 

said the Committee can recommend to Council.  

 

Helberg asked if property owners in an existing house are charged to replace a 

tap that fails. Lulfs said the City owns from the curb to the main. Bisher said we 

abandoned a line on Washington and did not recharge people to retap for a new 

tap unless they wanted a bigger line. Helberg said if the property owners 

already paid for a tap 100 years ago, they should not have to pay again. Bisher 

said new house, new tap is how we practice it. If something breaks on an 

existing house, we fix it. Ridley said that is for a lot being developed for the 

first time. They are asking for a 2 year period as if it is an existing house. This 

seems like a minimal cost on the City to encourage development of existing 

properties. He lives on Washington and this was a rough house. Bisher said if 

we want to encourage development, Council needs to change the rule to say 

that’s what everyone gets. Ridley asked if allowing this 2 year waiver would 

create the implication of a precedent. Hayberger said it would definitely be 

setting a precedent. 

 

Bisher said he is not comfortable with making an exception for a single 
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individual. It smacks of them getting special treatment. This could be a rule 

change available to everyone in a similar situation. Council can do what they 

want. Ridley said this seems fair and reasonable. He would recommend that 

Council change the rule to allow a 2 year grace period waiving the tap fee for a 

property owner who demolishes and rebuilds a residential dwelling. Lankenau 

said he would add an exception to the existing rule for 804 W. Washington. 

Peddicord asked if it would be limited to the same size as before. Lankenau 

affirmed. 

 

Motion To Grant Exception 

For 804 W Washington 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-2 

    Nay-0 

    Abstain-1 

Motion:  Ridley                       Second:  Lankenau 

To grant an exception to the owner of 804 W Washington waiving the tap fee 

for 2 years 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Ridley, Lankenau 

Nay- 

Abstain - Hershberger 

 

Motion To Recommend A 

Rule Change 

 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-2 

    Nay-0 

    Abstain-1 

Motion:  Ridley                       Second:  Lankenau 

To recommend a rule change in regard to water tap fees for residents who 

purchase a property and demolish and build a house, to extend a 2 year grace 

period on the tap fee 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Ridley, Lankenau 

Nay- 

Abstain - Hershberger 

 

Shared Sanitary Taps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bisher said the tap is easy on the water side of the road. The City is responsible 

from the main to the edge of the easement. A curb box makes it easy to shut off 

when the bill isn’t paid without going on a resident’s property. Rausch said 

there are about 15 water shutoffs per month and 72 electric. Bisher said sewer is 

different. We can’t shut off sewer. The responsibility for the lateral is to the 

main. Water is on one side of the street and sewer is on the other. If the lateral 

collapses under the street, it is your responsibility and it can be very expensive. 

People want to share these so they can share expenses. If it breaks, the 

neighbors think it is the responsibility of whoever broke first. We make them 

have separate ones in the same trench if they want. People are lined up to share 

since the decision was made to allow for one person to share.  

 

Bisher said the rule is simple now. One house = one tap. People want more than 

one house on the line under the street. Lankenau said we don’t want to do that. 

Ridley agreed. He would be interested in discussing who bears the 

responsibility and how far. Bisher said that is the issue that is tabled for Water, 

Sewer Committee and Board of Public Affairs. We are regulated by our laws. It 

costs people money when we implement the regulations. Someone has to pay or 

the City does. Lankenau said the other case was a perfectly good tap in the 

ground that met specifications when it was put in the ground. That is different 

than someone wanting to put in a new tap. 

 

Bisher said there are four on one tap that is already in the ground because it was 

allowed in years past. If it breaks, we require single taps. This is expensive. If 

Council wants to do it differently, we will. Lankenau said we want to stick with 
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the rule. Ridley said the exception was very limited as to where it was applied. 

It was stated at that meeting that there were only 6 or 7 in the City that fell into 

that situation. Bisher said we have had single moms that couldn’t afford a new 

roof and a cancer patient and we made them do it. We tried to use CHIS & 

CHIP funds when we could to help pay, but we always made them do it. The 

rules can change and we need to know if Council wants it changed so we can 

enforce it. People are saying others were allowed to do this.  Lankenau said we 

felt the policy was good, but the particular set of circumstances that applied to 

those particular houses lay outside the language of the policy. 

 

Motion To Leave Water/ 

Sewer Rule Regarding 

Shared Sanitary Taps As Is 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Motion:  Hershberger                       Second:  Ridley 

To leave the water/sewer rule regarding shared sanitary taps as is 

 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Lankenau, Hershberger, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

Low Occupancy Bill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bisher said four people talked to him about this issue which is why he put Low 

Occupancy Bill on the agenda. Part of the refuse bill includes special services 

like mosquito control, storm debris pickups, yard-waste site, and public garbage 

pickups. 

 

There were several different situations people mentioned. Some go away for an 

extended period of time and don’t want to pay $18 per month for trash pickup 

when they aren’t here. In that case, they can turn their water off and sign an 

affidavit requesting a credit for the refuse charge. This allows them to maintain 

their electric service, but not pay the $18 per month refuse charge. Lori 

monitors their usage in the meantime. There is a $20 charge to turn the water 

back on. Some people say if you can afford to live somewhere else, you can 

afford to pay $18 a month. 

 

Other people may own property in town and come back to work on it for a day 

or two a month. Some who rent their property out leave the water and sewer on 

when it is empty so that they can clean or fix something. They have no trash 

pickup and also ask for relief. 

 

Jack Shoemaker was in the audience. Shoemaker said he lives in Columbus and 

comes up to make repairs on a summer rental one or two days a month if that. 

Bisher said he tried to notify folks in these situations that this subject would be 

discussed tonight. Bisher recommends a reduction, but not an elimination of the 

fee. We still have to pay for gas for the truck to go by the house. Lankenau said 

we also have to have a truck which is a fixed cost. Bisher said we don’t make 

money on the $18 fee. It includes personnel and capital costs. We haven’t 

adjusted the fee for about five years. There is one employee driving the truck 

and two CCNO people on the back. 

 

Helberg said Heath recommended a $5 fee. Rausch said $5 covers apartments. 

Those people have electric utilities and a dumpster. The $5 pays for special 

services. Bisher said the City is a residential service only. We don’t do 

commercial pickup. Apartment dwellers are already paying a company to take 

their trash. We only charge for other services.  Ridley said special services 

benefit everyone. It isn’t fair to ask everyone to pay more due to people with 
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outside houses not paying this fee. Ridley suggested that people only pay for 

garbage pickup when they are out of town by tagging a bag and putting it at the 

curb. Lankenau said there is currently a universal charge on the bill, plus bag 

tag fees over a certain amount. Residents already get a discount by not having 

as much trash. He is not in favor of a low usage discount because they already 

get it. One situation that we could talk about is the landlord with unoccupied 

tenancy. No one is there, but monitoring could be a problem. Rausch said if 

they fill out an affidavit that it is not occupied, we monitor the usage each 

month. If the usage goes up, we activate the charge. If trash is generated, we 

charge. Bisher said people say they put trash in their truck, but it is illegal to 

transport trash in the City.  

 

Ridley suggested making a distinction between residents on vacation and 

landlords. Lankenau said he is willing to talk about this, but he is not in favor of 

discounts for other situations. Someone will pick up that cost. People with two 

homes shouldn’t shift their cost to someone else. Rausch said it is the staff 

recommendation to not make any changes. If you do make changes, change the 

unoccupied charge to $5 per month. 

 

Bisher said we want property owners to keep their property up. Lankenau 

suggested tabling this issue until we can get numbers and think about how to 

tailor it in the meantime. 

 

Motion To Table Low 
Occupancy Bill 
 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Motion:  Ridley                      Second:  Hershberger 

To table Low Occupancy Bill 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Lankenau, Hershberger, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

Motion To Untable Water 
Treatment Plant Evaluation 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Motion: Ridley                        Second:  Hershberger 

To remove Water Treatment Plant Evaluation from the table 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Lankenau, Hershberger, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

Water Treatment Plant 

Evaluation 

 

Bisher received a message from Dennis Howell at Archbold saying they are 

moving forward to increase their plant’s water production to 7.6 million gals a 

day. Lulfs must reply to Defiance about moving forward with their State grant. 

They want to bid this out, but we would have to pay the difference between the 

cost of the study and the grant money received.  They are starting to move 

forward. We don’t want to spend money on options we aren’t going to exercise. 

We should be back with staff recommendations in the next 30 days and have 

some options to report on. We don’t want to spend money here or in Archbold 

or Defiance that is not needed. We don’t know the final costs from either place 

and could have $50,000 invested in researching options. No decisions have 

been made yet. 

 

Motion To Table 

Water Treatment Plant 
Evaluation 

 

Motion:  Ridley                      Second:  Hershberger 

To table Water Treatment Plant Evaluation 
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    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Lankenau, Hershberger, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

Motion To Adjourn 

 

 

    Passed 

    Yea-3 

    Nay-0 

 

Motion:  Ridley                         Second: Lankenau 

To adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea- Lankenau, Hershberger, Ridley 

Nay- 

 

 

________________________ 

Date 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

Jeffrey Lankenau, Chair 

 



August 7, 2012 – This is a continuing work in progress for all to have input on at the meetings. Please do 

not send a mass response or opinion due to the sunshine laws. 

Problem – Complaints regarding the expense to the residents of the single user per sanitary tap policy 

combined with the widely varying costs to residents for existing sanitary sewer tap repair costs. The 

difficulty is in coming up with a plan that is fair to residents and the City as well by: 

1. averaging costs to the residents for the tap repairs, 

2. keeping the responsibility off of the City as much as possible, 

3. protecting the City’s sanitary sewer infrastructure, 

4. reducing the number of road crossings, 

5.              ,   

 

Possible discussion points regarding the responsibility of the sanitary sewer taps within the City R/W or 

easement. 

1. City determined conditions affecting the costs of the sewer tap repairs, 

a. sewers installed deeper than a particular lot may need so that the City can provide for 

future expansion through increased sewer depths create expensive circumstances to a 

particular lot, 

b. lots on one side of the street where the sewer is located don’t have the expense of 

crossing the street where those on the opposite side do 

c. City may come through and install a newer sewer on the other side of the road and 

much deeper when the previous was on the same side and shallow, 

d.                          , 

2. The City’s current policy of not allowing joint sewer tap use: 

a. does decrease the number of conflicts between neighbors, 

b. increases the repair costs for a single connection tap user as the user must bare all of 

the cost of the repair rather than sharing the cost, 

c. increases the number of road crossings, 

d. increases the number of mainline sewer taps, 

e. lowers the liability of responsibility to the City for a failed tap sewer backup 

f.                          , 

3. Possible solutions to some of the problems: 

a. keep the current policy as is, 

b. set up an “insurance” type situation by adding a small “insurance” fee to the utility bill, 

say $2.00 per month, include an initial mandatory enrollment with an “opt out” option, 

c. revert the responsibility back to the City in the entirety for the taps within the R/W, 

d. keep the current policy but set up a process to install by City contract, 

e. keep the current policy but set up a process to install by City contract and place the 

costs for the replacement on assessments for the lot, 



f.                         , 

4. Implementations: 

a. if the current policy stays in place nothing is required, 

b. if the” insurance” type situation is adopted: 

i. start coverage as soon as adopted and accepted with nothing retroactive, 

ii. start coverage as soon as adopted and accepted with a reimbursement for past 

repairs going back four years with the current reimbursed 100%, one year old – 

80%, two years old 60%, three years old – 40%, four years old – 20% and five or 

more years old – 0%, 

c. if the City accepts full responsibility: 

i. start responsibility as soon as adopted and accepted with nothing retroactive, 

ii. start responsibility as soon as adopted and accepted with a reimbursement for 

past repairs going back four years with the current reimbursed 100%, one year 

old – 80%, two years old 60%, three years old – 40%, four years old – 20% and 

five or more years old – 0%, 

d.                          , 

5. Inclusions / exclusions: 

a. include residential and commercial users, 

b. exclude industrial users, 

c. include only tap lines that are 6” diameter and smaller, 

d. include tap clusters where the line length is less than 300’ (?) for the longest run (any 

lines longer need a mainline consideration), 

e.   



CITY OF NAPOLEON, OHIO 
255 \Vest Rivervic\v Arcriile. 1'0 151 . Napoleon. Ohio 43515-0151 

Gregory S. i-leuth. Director of I'i~ia~~cclClrrk ofCouocil 
i'lione: (419) 599-1235 \Vch I'age: n\\\v.napoleoi~ohiocom 
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DATE: Augllst 10. 201 2 

TO: Members of City Council 
Rollald A. Behm. Mayor 
Dr. Jon A. Bisher. City Manager 
Trevor M. Hayberger. City La\\ Direct01 

FROM: Gregoly J. Heath, Finance DirectorIClerk of Coul>cil 

SUBJECT: Items on Water. Sewer. Refuse, Recycling & Litter Committee 

1 \rill be out of tlie office next \reek attending the Association of Public Treasurers Confere~~ce. I-lowever, I 
would like to provide infonnatiol~ and address some issues for certain itenls listed on the Agenda for the Water, 
Sewer, Refuse, Recycling & Litter Committee; as follo\rs: 

Item TI - Responsibilitv for  Sanitary Sewer Tap  Repair and New Installation. 

I would like to address the first part of this itern the Re.~ponsibiliryfi,~~ Snl~itary Sewer Top R e ~ ~ u i r .  This is an 
issue that has directly ilnpacted me. My sewer line to ~ n y  house collapsed, between the sidewalk and into the 
street, about two (2) years ago. Listed below are sollie of the issues I faced as a sewer custo~iier: 

- One evening \\jllile doing laundry, we noticed water backing up out of the floor drain. Upon 
investigation we discovered the sewer line full of water and not running. The next day I contacted the 
City and a crew was sent to verify if there were ally issues in the City's sewer line in the street and none 
were found. Tlie crew did assist in checking my sewer lateral to the house and discovered the line had 
collapsed somewhere past the sidewalk out into tlie street, all within tlie City's right-of-way. 

Upon discovery that is was my sewer lateral and following current policy; the City immediately 
inforn~ed me that it was the property owners respo~isibility for repairs, and not the City's; eve11 though it 
was in the right-of-way and out into the street. They said 1 would have to contact a plumber or 
contractor and iilake all arrangements to have it fixed. and to pay. They also infonned me tlie City's 
sewer line was sixteeti (16') deep and was located in the middle of the street. 

- I asked for what assistance tlie City could provide nie to help get a qualified plumber or a contractor: 
and was told again that it was the property owner responsibility for tlie repair; however, they provided 
rne a list of plumbers and colitractors whom supposedly perfor-lned those types of repairs. TIie City also 
itlforlned me that only certain contractors liad the type of equipment, and the proper bonding. to work i l l  

the street right-of-\\lay; and to work at a depth of 16 feet deep. In addition, a pennit would be required 
and the City would have to have someone on site to inspect it because it required cutting open tlie street. 

- 1 immediately began making phone calls to those on tlie list and soon discovered that most plumbers 
and contractors listed could~lot work in the street: either due to meeting tlie bonding requirements_ or 
due to the depth of the sewer and not having the equipment needed to get that deep. I discovered that to 
get to a depth of 16 feet it required a track-hoe with at t\renty (20') foot boolii. This type of equipment 
is brought in on a tractor-trailer Ion'-boy, meaning only a major contractor could provide this type of 
repair. 

(Sanitary Sewer Repair - Conti~lued Next Page) 
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ORQINfiTCE NO. 052-08 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 931.08 OF TlIE 
CODIFIED ORDINAhlCES OF NAPOLEON, OHIO (WATER TAP 
AND SERVICE LINE FEES) 

WHEREAS, the Board of Public Affairs and the Water, Sewer, and Refuge 
Comnlittee of Council recommend an increase in Water Tap and Service Line Fees; Now 
Therefore, 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NAPOLEON, 
OHIO: 

Section 1. That, Section 931.08 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 
Napoleon, Ohio is hereby amended and enacted as follows: 

"93 1.08 WATER TAP AND SERVICE LINE FEES. 
The water tap rates and service line fees charged by the City shall be as follows, 

except as may be permitted by rule: 
(a) Water tap and service line fees shall be as follows: 

DlA Tap and Service Line Charge 
Size Tap Meter Size Inside City Outside City 
1.00" 518" $M 1,200.00 $&KkXKI 1,680.00 
1 .00" 314" W 8  1,300.00 @?4&0 1,SZO.OO 
1 .00" 1" %@~@%1,400.00 &&E&O. 1,960.00 

(b) For water tap and service lines of one and one-half inch or larger in 
nominal diameter, regardless of the meter size, the fee shall be based on the City's actual 
incurred labor and material costs associated with installation of the larger service, 
including but not limited to: the tap, lines, meter, meter installation, and other 
appurtenances and costs associated thereto, plus twenty-five percent (25%). The labor 
costs shall be based on an established hourly rate that will be on file in the City's 
Department of Utility Collections, which may be amended from time to time. 

(c) Any water tap made outside the City limits, on City owned lines, shall pay 
in addition to what has been stated in subsection (a) or (b) hereof, a four thousand dollar 
($4,000) fee. 

(d) A service connection fee is established to pay for the City's share of 
facilities required to serve the premises and to offset the cost of the City providing a 
copper setter, meter, installation, wiring and any applicable transmitter in multiple lot 
subdivisions and developments within the corporate limits that are ?r have been 

> ? 

constructed to City standards, A service connection fee shi '' ' 
' ~ 

water service as follows for 1" inch taps, except as may 0th , i .  ) ,  

For 1" tap that has been provided by property developer, bt 
518" meter $NO&Q-350.00 , , 1 8  , , ' (  , , 

, , i 

314" meter $&54&4440.87 
1 " meter $rh?,5&,525,00 

A 1 112" tap or larger service connection fee shall be based 'k 
25%. The labor costs shall be based on an established houl 
the City's Department of Utility Collections: which may be 

."j . . 
(e) Service connection fees for secondary meter ,.. 

material plus 25%. The labor costs shall be based on an esi , ~3 
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Total Refuse Total Refuse 
Number of Signed Credit for 1 Credit for 6 

YEAR Affidavits Refuse Cost month months average 

2011 255 $ 18.00 $ 4,590.00 $ 27,540.00 
8/2011 to 812012 231 $ 18.00 $ 4,158.00 $ 24,948.00 

2012 106 $ 18.00 $ 1,908.00 $ 11,448.00 

Special Service Fee 
Special Service Fee for 6 

Service Fee Make up Months 

$ 5.00 $1,275.00 $7,650.00 
$ 5.00 $1,155.00 $6,930.00 
$ 5.00 $ 530.00 $3,180.00 





Rule 5.6 Bulk Water Sales To Tank Trucks 
Bulk water sales will be available at the City ofNapoleon Water 
Treatment Plant. Rates shall be pursuant to the current rate 
schedule. If no special rate is developed for "bulk" sale, then it 
shall be the standard water rate. 

Rule 5.7 Special Line Extensions 

(A) Special extensions of the City's water mains will be made only 
where the property owner/customer pays the entire costs of such 
extensions. Where a property owner/customer or group of 
property owners/customers pay for the cost of a special extension, 
the terms and security of payments shall be as prescribed by the 
City and must meet the approval of the City. 

(B) The size, specifications, and installations of all water main 
extensions shall be determined by the City and no connections will 
be made by the City unless the extensions conform to the City's 
specifications. 

(C) This Rule does not supersede the Rules pertaining to waterisewer 
service outside the corporation limits. 

Rule 5.8 Second Meters 
When a second meter is installed on a premises for irrigation or 
other non potable purposes, utilizing City water, where no 
discharge enters the sanitation sewer, the Customer shall pay all 
cost associated with installation, including time and material 
therefore and shall be charged the standard water rate applicable to 
the particular type premises WITH A 50% REDUCTIONIN THE 
REGULAR CAPACITY CHARGE, AND excluding any sewer 
charges. (This Rule is subject to Rule 24, Backflow Prevention.) 

Section 2. That, Rule 22 of the City of Napoleon Rules for Water and Sewer 
Service and Section 4 of Ordinance No. 005-07 are hereby amended and enacted as 
follows: 

"22.1 Extension Of Service Outside The Corporate Limits 

(A) Unless otherwise provided, the City reserves the right not to extend 
or upgrade water and/or sewer service to any water or sewer user 
outside the corporate limits of the City. In making its decision to 
extend or not to extend service outside the corporation limits, the 
City shall take into consideration: ( I )  whether or not the revenue is 
sufiicient to justify the cost of making such additions, (2) the 
impact the additional loads will place upon the City's system, (3) 
any findings and orders the City may be under by the 
Environmental Protection Agency of Ohio or the United States, (4) 
the impact such extension will have on future annexation; and, (5) 
the economic benefit the extension will have on the City. When 
considering sufficient revenue, the City may require a long term 

Ordinance No. 089-08 11114R008 9:23 AM Page 4 - Ordinance No. 089-08 
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SUMMARY TO ORDINANCE 080-11 

(PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 11, SECTION 2.15 OF THE CITY CHARTER, CHAPTER 121 OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES AND COUNCIL RULE 6.2.4.1, AS WELL AS APPLICABLE 
PROVISIONS OF ORC CHAPTER 73 1) 

NOTICE 

A copy of the complete text of Ordinance No. 080-1 1 is on file in the office of the City Finance 
Director and may be viewed or obtained during business hours of 7:30 AM to 4 PM, Monday 
through Friday, at the office of the Finance Director, the location being 255 West Riverview 
Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio. A copy of all or part of Ordinance No. 080-1 1 or any item mentioned in 
this notice may be ohtained from the City Finance Director upon the payment of a reasonable fee 
therefore. 

ORDINANCE NO. 080-11 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 931.07 INCREASING WATER RATES FOR 
THE YEARS 2012 AND 2013; MODIFYING THE RATE STRUCTURE; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

This Ordinance has no change in water fees for the remainder of year 201 1; however provides that effective with the 
first billing cycle in the year 2012, to he reflected in the fust billing in February of the year 2012, except for direct 
sales as established, the net rate per month per service shall be the sum of the commodity charge plus the capacity 
charge set forth immediately below. The commodity charge shall he computed as follows: 

A. units of water used inside the corporation: 
units: 1 up to 10 = $4.44 each unit, then 
units: 11 up to 250 = $4.28 each unit, then 
units: over 250 = $2.90 each unit. 

note: one unit of water is defined as 100 cubic feet. 
B. units of water used outside the corporation:* 

units: 1 up to 10 = $6.66 each unit, then 
units: 11 up to 250 = $6.42 each unit, then 
units: over 250 = $4.35 each unit. 

note: one unit of water is defined as 100 cubic feet. 
C. direct sales at the plant: $7.7 1 per 1,000 gallons. 

In addition, there shall he a capacity charge (base charge) per service as follows: 

The Ordinance further provides that effective with the fust billing cycle in the year 2013, to be reflected in the fust 
billing in February of the year 2013: except for direct sales as established, the net rate per month per service shall be 
the sum of the commodity charge plus the capacity charge set forth in below. The commodity charge shall be 
computed as follows: 

A. units of water used inside the corporation: 
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Memorandum 

To: Municipal Properties, Buildings, Land Use & Economic Development 

Committee, Council, Mayor, City Manager, City Law Director, City Finance 

Director, Department Supervisors 

From: Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 

Date: September 5, 2012 

Re: Municipal Properties, Buildings, Land Use & Economic Development 

Committee Meeting Cancellation 

The Municipal Properties, Buildings, Land Use & Economic Development  

Committee, which is regularly scheduled to meet on Monday, September 10  

at 7:30 PM, has been CANCELED due to lack of agenda items. 

 



 

City of Napoleon, Ohio 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 4:30 PM 

 

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Roll Call 
 

III. Approval of Minutes: August 14, 2012 
(In the absence of any corrections or objections, the minutes shall stand approved.) 
 

IV.    New Business 
A.  BZA 12-06 

An application for public hearing has been filed by Steven Kauffman, 116 Pleasant Lane, 

Archbold, Ohio. The applicant is requesting a variance to section 1145.01 the Table of 

Permissible Uses to construct a Maximum of four 200’x 30’ buildings to be used for self-

service storage at the location of 1419 Scott St. (the old Big Wheel plaza site). This 

property is located in a C-4, Planned Commercial zone that otherwise doesn’t allow self-

service storage units.  

B.   BZA 12-07 
      An application for public hearing has been filed by Norman Minnick, 71 Oak Dr., Napoleon,  

       Ohio. The applicant is requesting a variance to section 1145.01 the Table of Permissible  

       Uses to construct a 60’x 40’ storage building to be used for his private residential  

       storage at the location of 626 Second St. (currently an empty lot). This property is  

       located in an R-2, Low Density Residential zone that otherwise doesn’t allow a stand  

       alone storage building.  

C.   BZA 12-08 
                           An application for public hearing has been filed by James Mathias, 1448 Oakwood Ave.,  

                            Napoleon, Ohio. The applicant is requesting to build a new 28’x40’ building in the same  

                            location as his existing 18’x30’ building. A variance is needed to increase the allowed  

                            gross floor area of an accessory building from (1000) square feet, to (1120) square feet,  

                            (120) square feet more then allowed by City code section 1131.01.This property is  

                            located in an R-3, Moderate Density Residential.  

D.   BZA 12-09 
                             An application for public hearing has been filed by Fulfilling Housing of Napoleon. The            

                            applicant is requesting a 15’ variance to the second required front yard setback of 30’  

                            for the construction of a new home at 1103 Clairmont Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio (corner of  

                            Clairmont and Broadmoor) as required by section 1147. The property is located in an R-2,  

                            Low Density Residential District.  
 

V.      Closing Remarks 
 

VI.     Adjourn   
                                                   _________________________________________________  

                                                                         Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 
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City of Napoleon, Ohio 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, August 14, 2012 at 4:30 PM 

BZA 12-05    804 Park St.      Neil Hersh 
 

              PRESENT  

Board Members Robert McLimans – Chair, David Dill, Laurie Sans, Tom Mack,  

Steve Small 

City Staff 

Recorder 

Tom Zimmerman, Building Inspector 

Barbara Nelson 

Others Craig Meyer 

              ABSENT 

Board Members                                         

 

Minutes Approved 

 

None 

 

Minutes from July 10, 2012, stand approved as read. 

 

Background On BZA 12-05 

 

 

 

McLimans read the background information on BZA 12-05. 

 

An application for public hearing has been filed by Neil Hersh, 804 Park 

St., Napoleon, Ohio. The applicant is requesting a variance to reduce the 

current front yard setback of 30 feet to 28 feet and the side yard setback of 

7 feet to 3 feet for the construction of an 8X12 foot deck with pergola on 

the front of the property is located in an R-2, Low Density Residential 

District. The request is pursuant to City Code Chapter 1147. 

 

Research & Information 

 

Zimmerman read the research & information: 

 

1. Mr. Hersh’s existing residence is a nonconforming structure being 

that it is only 2 feet from the side property line. Section 1129.04 

does not allow for the extension or enlargement of a 

nonconforming structure. 

2. Two variances are needed for a front and a side yard to build the 

deck with pergola as proposed. The Board can choose to approve, 

deny or modify with one motion or handle them separately with 

two motions. 

3. A variance is not required to build the covered entry portion that is 

shown on the plans because it is inside the setbacks. 

4. The location of the proposed addition meets all building and fire 

codes. 

 

Zimmerman displayed a picture of the property, property line, and location 

of the addition. He sent a letter to all effected property owners within 200’ 

and received no response. 

 

Swearing In 

 

 

Discussion 

McLimans swore in Craig Meyer, the contractor on this project, and asked 

what his customer hopes to accomplish. 

 

Meyer said he will put vinyl siding on the whole house; remove the 

concrete step; build a deck with composite decking; build a covered roof 
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over the entry and a pergola over the deck for shade. There will be posts 

out front to hold the roof of the structure, but nothing else blocking the 

view. 

 

McLimans asked how far the houses nearby stick out. Meyer said one of 

them sticks out further than the proposed addition.  Zimmerman showed a 

diagram of the whole block of houses. The house at 814 Park Street sticks 

out farther than all the others. McLimans said there is a row of trees in the 

side yard. Small said going down Park St., you can’t see the Hersh’s house 

from the side yard due to that row of trees. 

 

Motion To Approve BZA 12-05 

 

 

        Passed 

        Yea-5 

        Nay-0 

Motion: Mack                         Second: Sans 

To approve the variances requested for BZA 12-05 

 

Roll call vote on above motion: 

Yea – Dill, Sans, Mack, Small, McLimans 

Nay- 

 

Motion To Adjourn 

 

 

Motion: McLimans                 Second: Dill 

To adjourn the meeting 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:40 PM. 

 

 

____________________________ 

Date 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 Robert McLimans, Chair 

 



 

 

Memorandum 

To: Planning Commission, Council, Mayor, City Manager, City Law Director, City 

Finance Director, Department Supervisors, Media 

From: Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 

Date: 9/5/2012 

Re: Planning Commission Meeting Cancellation 

The Planning Commission meeting regularly scheduled for Tuesday, September 11 at  

5:00 PM has been canceled due to lack of agenda items. 

 

 

 

   

 



 

City of Napoleon, Ohio 
 

HEALTH CARE COST COMMITTEE 
 

LOCATION:  City Hall Offices, 255 West Riverview Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio  
 

 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Friday, September 14, 2012 at 8:30 AM 
 
 

I.  Approval of Minutes from July 26, 2012 (In the absence of any objections or  
      corrections, the minutes shall stand approved.) 

 

II.  Procedures for Implementing Multiple Plan Types including Spousal Survey 

           Updates 

 

III.    Any Other Matters to Come Before the Committee 

 

 

 

  __________________________________________ 
  Gregory J. Heath, Finance Director/Clerk of Council 



 

 

City of Napoleon, Ohio 

HEALTH CARE COST COMMITTEE  

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, July 26, 2012 at 8:30 AM 

 
PRESENT  

        Commission Members 

 

Mike Foreman (PD) - Chair,  Jamie Mendez (PD), Chad Lulfs (NB), Mary 

Thomas (NB), Eric Rohrs (Fire), Joel Frey (Fire), Leonard Durham 

(AFSCME), Roger Eis (AFSCME), Greg Heath (AD), Jon Bisher (AD) 

        Recorder Barbara Nelson 

        City Staff 

 

Tony Cotter, Tracy Crist, Greg Kuhlman , Gloria Mikolajczak,  Jeff 

Nicely, Chris Peddicord, Sheryl Rathge, Kristi Rhoads, Robert Weitzel, 

Tom Zimmerman 

ABSENT  

None 

 

Call To Order 

 

Approval Of Minutes 

 

Proposed Health Care Plan 

Recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairperson Foreman called the meeting to order at 8:32 AM. 

 

Minutes from the July 13, 2012 meeting stand approved. 

 

Foreman said he talked with several people about Option #3 that was 

proposed at the last meeting. He does not believe we can get a yes vote on 

it. He recommended keeping the plan the same, but increasing the 

employee share of the premium from 10% to 12-1/2% in 2013 and to 15% 

in 2014. Also, employees could absorb half of our own deductible in 2014. 

The 4-tier plan ends up costing more than 2 tiers. He heard opposition to 

the $100 emergency room copay. $50 might be more agreeable. Paying 

15% of the current plan will cost $50 more per month. We need a 

transition time. The government could penalize us for having a Cadillac 

plan in the future, so we can start taking steps to not have one.Lulfs said 

we have to sell the plan to our people and to Council. Foreman said if it is 

rejected we come back to the table here or at negotiations. Bisher said if it 

goes into union negotiations, it will probably end up in arbitration.  

 

Heath said we need to have a 4-tier plan if we’re going to force spouses off 

the plan. We can debate the level to pay. Frey said several of his people 

said they are not in favor of the spouse charge. Durham said it’s not fair 

for the City to pick up the cost of spouses just because the spouse’s plan is 

more expensive. Lulfs said we have to look at not only what will benefit 

us, but how Council will see it. Frey suggested charging $50/month to 

keep a spouse on the plan. Heath said we could grandfather spouses of 

current employees at a lower rate and say new employees cannot add their 

spouse if they have an insurance option at their employer. 

 

Those present agreed to keep the current plan ($750 Single/$1,500 Family) 

with 4 tiers.  In 2014, the employee will pick up half of the deductible 

share which would be $375 single and $750 family (plus 2 other tiers to be 

determined by Huntington Insurance). Kuhlman asked whether it’s the 

deductible or having a spouse on the plan that affects the premium the 

most. Heath said usage is the key to cost. By removing the spouse, you 

remove usage. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mikolajczak said our insurance representative indicated children don’t use 

as much insurance as adults. Lulfs said a plan with husband and wife is 

more expensive than a parent and 4 kids in the 4-tier plan. Kuhlman asked 

if the deductible needs to be changed if having a spouse on the plan is the 

biggest issue. Bisher said a higher deductible also goes back to the issue of 

usage. If you have to pay, you won’t use it as much. 

 

Nicely said doctors bill according to whether you have insurance or not. 

You pay less if you don’t have insurance. Rathge said several people 

retired last year and their positions weren’t filled, plus 3 or 4 more will 

retire this year. Will Council take into consideration the amount of money 

that has already been saved on insurance due to retirement? Heath said 

public employees are the goat now. Most Council members are in industry 

and pay more for their health insurance. 

 

Weitzel asked if there is a level of comparison for spouse’s health care 

plans. Some of them are awful plans. Bisher said the Committee 

considered that, but didn’t want to get into analyzing plans. That’s why we 

went to a penalty amount. The government is making us socialize costs. 

Heath said a company may choose to pay a penalty and not offer health 

insurance. Bisher said the government will tax employees with a Cadillac 

plan. Weitzel said he doesn’t want to be taxed for a Cadillac plan, but 

doesn’t want to take it too far the other way either. Foreman said we want 

to show Council that we are taking steps and willing to pay more and come 

together as a committee and unanimously pass it. Bisher said not many 

cities have universal plans. Executives often write things into their own 

contracts. This committee works because everyone on it is in the same 

boat. 

 

Members agreed to keep coinsurance and maximum out of pocket the 

same.  There was discussion about raising the office copay to $20 and 

lowering the ER visit rate to $50. Bisher said many people nowadays go to 

the ER instead of going to the doctor and everyone pays a huge amount of 

money for that. Weitzel asked why our insurance would pay for an ER 

visit that is not an emergency. Heath said it’s because it is easier to bill an 

insurance company than an individual. Kuhlman suggested keeping the 

office copay to $10 and raising the ER visit rate to $100 or more to keep 

people from using the ER. Members agreed to keep the office visit copay 

and the Urgent Care copay at $10 and raise ER visits to a $100 copay. 

 

Members agreed to recommend prescription drugs cost $5 generic, $20 

formulary and $40 non-formulary. Mail order (maintenance drugs – 90 day 

supply) recommended cost $10 generic, $40 formulary, and $80 non-

formulary. Lulfs said Huntington Insurance recommended these rates. 

Members agreed that employees should pay 12.5% of their health care 

premium in 2013 and 15% of the premium in 2014. 

 

After a lengthy discussion, members agreed to recommend that current 

employees pay $50 per month to have their spouse on the plan if the 

spouse’s employer offers a health care plan. New employees hired after the 

new health care plan goes into effect will pay $100/month for coverage of 

a spouse who is eligible for coverage by his/her employer. If the spouse 

has no other coverage available, then they would be allowed to remain on 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion To Propose Health 

Care Plan Recommenda-

tions To Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the City employee’s policy. There will be no penalty if a husband and wife 

both work for the City.  

 

Eis asked if there will be a grace period to implement the spousal 

provision. His wife may not be able to get off the policy until next 

October. Heath said there should be a grace period based on the spouse’s 

employer’s open enrollment period. We will have to do a survey first to 

find out when those are. Lulfs asked if a current employee who gets 

married three years from now would have to pay the higher rate for their 

spouse. Foreman said they would pay the lower rate because the rate goes 

by the employee’s hire date. Bisher said if someone leaves City 

employment and comes back later, they would start over. 

 

Cotter asked if kids can stay on the City plan if a spouse goes off of it. 

Mikolajczak said we would have to address that with our insurance 

specialist. Bisher said it probably has to do with who has custody. Durham 

asked about spouses who have to pay for insurance premiums three 

months of the year. Bisher said it would probably be cheaper to pay $50 

per month to be on the City plan than pay a full premium for 3 months. 

Bisher said he will have to handle any administrative issues that come up 

with the plan.  

 

Nicely thanked the Committee for coming back and looking at the plan. 

Most of the people he works with were not happy with the previous 

recommendation. Lulfs said we don’t have the numbers to put with this 

recommendation. We don’t know how much the City’s health insurance 

plan rates may go up next year. 

 

Motion:  Lulfs                           Second: Thomas 

To propose the following Health Care Plan recommendations to Council: 

• Instead of two (2) plan option (single & family), there would be 

four (4) options (single, family, husband/wife, & single parent 

with children) 

• Current deductibles remain the same for 2013, although 

deductibles for the two (2) new options (husband/wife & single 

parent with children) will be determined by our insurance 

representative. In 2014, employees will be required to pay for 50% 

of their respective deductibles. 

• Our coinsurance is currently 100% paid by the City. This will 

remain the same (except for the 50% of the respective deductibles 

in 2014). 

• Current maximum out-of-pocket cost to employees is $0. This 

would remain the same in 2013 but would be 50% of the 

respective deductibles in 2014. 

• Current Office Visit Co-Pay is $10. This will remain the same. 

• Current plan has no Co-Pay for Emergency Room visits. This 

would be adjusted to $100 per Emergency Room visit. 

• Urgent Care visits would fall into the deductible revisions (co-

pays will still apply). 

• Prescription Drug coverage (retail) currently has a $50/$100 

deductible, and then is covered 70%/30%. This would be revised 

to flat rates of $5 generic, $20 formulary brand, & $40 for Non-

Formulary Brand with no deductible. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Passed 

   Yea-10 

 

   Nay-0 

• Prescription Drug coverage (Mail Order) currently has flat rates 

(90 day supply) of $0 Generic, & $5 Formulary Brand. This would 

be revised to flat rates of $10 Generic, $40 Formulary Brand, & 

$80 for Non-Formulary Brand. 

• Employees currently pay for 10% of our healthcare plan cost. This 

would be increased by 2.5% each of the next two (2) years (2013: 

12.5%; 2014: 15%). 

• If spouses have coverage available from their employers, they will 

be required to use that insurance. Otherwise, there will be a 

$50/month charge for all current employees. Future hires 

(proposed as January 1, 2013) will be required to pay $100/month 

for the coverage of a spouse that is eligible for coverage by his/her 

employer. If they have no other coverage available (i.e. a stay-at-

home parent or no healthcare coverage provided at their place of 

employment), then they would be allowed to remain on the City 

Employee’s policy. 

 

Roll call vote as follows: 

Yea – Police (Foreman, Mendez), Non-bargaining (Thomas, Lulfs), Fire 

(Rohrs, Frey),  AFSCME (Durham, Eis), Administration (Bisher, Heath) 

Nay –  

 

Foreman said we will get the necessary information from Huntington 

Insurance; take these recommendations to Council; and set another 

Committee meeting after that. 

                                                                                                                                                                                        

Motion To Adjourn 

 

 

   Passed 

Motion:  Lulfs                       Second: Bisher 

To adjourn the meeting at 10:10 AM 

 

Approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

Date___________________ 

 

 

 

Micheal Foreman, Chair 

 











A weekly newsletter presented by AMP President/CEO Marc Gerken

August 31, 2012

Ratings on Prairie State 
affirmed by agencies
By Bob Trippe – senior vice president and CFO

The Prairie State project received con-
tinued confirmation of the strength of 
the project from Fitch Ratings (Fitch) and 
Standard & Poor’s (S&P) Ratings Services 
this week. Both S&P and Fitch published 
press releases affirming their ‘A’ rating for 
the debt issued on the Prairie State proj-
ect. Each of the ratings agencies also con-
firmed the ratings as stable.

Both press releases pointed out several 
factors that contributed to their affirming 
the rates in the ‘A’ category:

•  Take-or-pay  contracts  secure  the 
bonds
•  Despite  some  unexpected  cost  in-

creases, diversified power portfolio for 
project participants expected to make the 
impact on retail rates manageable
•  Project  economics  are  expected  to 

remain favorable for participants for the 
long-term
•  Local control of rates and project step-

up provisions mitigate default risk
•  Low fuel  supply  risk due  to adjacent 

mine mouth operation and 30-year supply 
of coal
•  Credit strength of the top participants 
•  AMP’s  sophisticated  management 

team and efforts to assist and monitor 
members

These affirmed ‘A’ ratings from S&P 
and Fitch are significant and timely as 
the Prairie State Project nears comple-
tion with Unit 2 expected on  line  in De-
cember of this year. If you have any ques-
tions or would like to receive copies of 
their press releases, please contact me at 
614.540.0990 or btrippe@amppartners.
org  ;  or Chris Deeter  at  614.540.0848 or 
cdeeter@amppartners.org 

Photo courtesy of AP Alternatives

Napoleon solar facility construction complete 
By Pamala Sullivan – senior vice president of marketing and operations

Construction of the 3.54 MW Napoleon solar facility was completed this week, 
and the site produced its first megawatt-hours of sunshine-driven power. The work 
was completed on schedule and under the original capital budget approved by the 
AMP Board of Trustees. 
“We’re very excited about this new generating facility,” said Jon Bisher, chairman 

of the AMP Board of Trustees and city manager of Napoleon. “It reflects AMP’s 
commitment to a diversified power supply portfolio that includes an increasing 
amount of renewable resources and we are looking forward to more utility-scale 
deployments of this technology in our member communities.”

A number of local partnerships were developed to complete the project:
•  Solar panels provided by Isofoton (facility in Napoleon)
•  Inverters contracted with Pepco/Nextronex (Toledo)
•  Civil site work performed by Vernon Nagel, Inc. (Napoleon)
•  Racking system contracted with AP Alternatives (Ridgeville Corners)
•  Electrical installation completed by Lake Erie Electric (Bowling Green)

The City of Napoleon also provided extensive assistance, including construction 
of the distribution line into the facility, completion of roads and general advice. 
Construction  supervision was  provided  by  Brad Meyer,  a  resident  of Defiance, 
Ohio, who worked part-time for AMP throughout the project. 
The  City  of Napoleon  has  contracted  for  the  output  of  the  project,  but  has 

agreed to reduce its share to allow other members to participate. AMP has issued 
subscription packets to the membership for output from this site and future sites. 

A ribbon cutting for the solar facility will take place at 11 a.m. Sept. 21 at the 
project site. To RSVP for the event, please contact Lisa Schultz at 614.540.1032 or 
lschultz@amppartners.org by Sept. 18.
The Napoleon solar facility will be interconnected to the city’s electric system, 

providing transmission savings. For questions or comments, please contact Alice 
Walker at 614.540.6389 or awalker@amppartners.org.



On Peak (16 hour) prices into AEP/Dayton Hub

 Week ending Aug. 31
 
 MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI
$39.00 $38.50 $34.75 $37.50 $44.75

Week ending Aug. 24 
MON  TUE  WED  THU  FRI
$30.00 $31.00 $31.25 $33.75 $38.00

AEP/Dayton 2012 5x16 price as of Aug. 31 — $38.23

AEP/Dayton 2012 5x16 price as of Aug. 24 — $38.67

w
w
w
.a
m
pp

ar
tn
er
s.
or
g

2

Am
er

ic
an

 M
un

ic
ip

al
 P

ow
er

 N
ew

sl
et

te
r

Westerville linemen, staff are 
positive about wellness program 
By Krista Selvage – manager of publications

The City of Westerville Electric Division recently imple-
mented a morning stretching program for its staff to help 
reduce injuries and promote wellness.

“The staff seems very positive about the change and 
willing to embrace the concept of a workplace wellness 
philosophy  in  general,”  said  Andrew Boatright,  electric 
utility manager for the City of Westerville.
The official first day of the program was June 26, 2012. 

Each daily morning stretching session takes about 15 to 
20 minutes. 
“I  am  so  proud  of  the Westerville  Electric Division,” 

said Kyle Weygandt, AMP OSHA  compliance  coordina-
tor. “I am blown away by their daily commitment to their 
stretching and wellness program.”  

Stretches include: neck mobility, shoulder circles, arm 
swings, leg swings, heel elevation, upper and lower body 
stretches.

“I would most definitely recommend the promotion of 
wellness  in  the workplace,” Boatright said. “I am confi-
dent staff will personally benefit in the long run.” 
The Westerville Electric Division is looking to expand 

the program in the future with additional fitness and diet 
concepts.

“If other communities invested in a wellness program, 
not only would they feel the benefits of stretching, inci-
dents of over-exertion injuries would be lessened,” Wey-
gandt said.

For more information on the wellness program, please 
contact Weygandt at kweygandt@amppartners.org 

Westerville linemen participate in a morning stretch routine designed to 
help reduce injuries and promote wellness.

OMEGA JV5 debt rating upgraded 
by Standard & Poor’s
By Chris Deeter – senior director of member credit compliance

On Aug. 29, 
Standard & Poor’s 
Ratings Services 
(S&P) raised its un-
derlying rating on 
OMEGA  Joint Ven-
ture  5  (JV5)  ben-
eficial interest cer-
tificates  (BICs)  to 
‘A-‘from ‘BBB+’. The 
outlook is stable. 
The higher rating 
reflects  S&P’s  view 
of several different 
factors, which it sees as credit strengths. 

Those factors are:
•  “Good operating and financial performance at the proj-
ect level, with debt service coverage (DSC) that has aver-
aged 1.2x over the life of the project and unrestricted cash 
that, for the past five years, has been equal to more than 
190 days of annual operating costs;
•  Rate-setting  ability  without  regulatory  oversight,  cou-
pled with provisions for the pass-through of cost adjust-
ments at both the wholesale and retail levels;
•  The relatively small reliance on the JV5 Belleville proj-
ect to meet member supply requirements, thereby mitigat-
ing the potential impact of run-of-river hydrology risk on 
each municipality’s individual power resource portfolio; 
•  Favorable power costs associated with the project:  the 
average annual cost of JV5 power has been 6.3 cents per 
kWh in the past five years; and
•  The obligation of the project’s 42 municipalities to pay 
debt service on the BICs, including a 25 percent increase 
in each participant’s obligation to cover the default of any 
of the other participants.”

S&P believes the potential for a higher rating may be lim-
ited by the credit strength of the majority of the 42 project 
participants. Because the number of participants is large, 
S&P based the rating primarily on the credit metrics of the 
JV5 project given  the  large pool of participants;  the  likeli-
hood of simultaneous default is lower. As such, they believe 
the project’s strong finances support the ‘A-’ rating.
S&P  stated:  “We  note  that  10  participants  account  for 

about 76 percent of project revenue, so we weigh the cred-
it strength of those participants more heavily in assigning 
the rating. The 25 percent step-up provision in the power 
sales contracts means that these participants would provide 
about 95 percent of revenue if a participant defaulted.”

S&P reviewed the most recent audited financial state-
ments of those participants and noted an improvement in 
credit metrics.
The stable outlook  reflects S&P’s expectations of consis-

tent operation of the Belleville Hydroelectric project, main-
tained financial performance on behalf of the participants, 
and no weakening in the members’ business risk profiles. 
The  outlook  also  reflects  their  expectation  that  AMP  will 
maintain a level of reliability on behalf of its participant 
members and ensure adequate supplies of power at favor-
able prices. S&P does not expect to raise or lower the rating 
during the next two years. 

If you would like copies of S&P’s report, please contact me 
at cdeeter@amppartners.org or 614.540.0848.

OMEGA JV5, the Belleville Hydroelectric 
Facility, is located on the Ohio River at the 
Belleville (West Virginia) Locks and Dam. It 
went online in 1999.
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Finance, accounting meeting  
will be held Sept. 6 in Piqua
By Chris Deeter

AMP’s next Finance & Accounting Subcommittee Meet-
ing will be held Sept. 6 at Fort Piqua Plaza Banquet Cen-
ter, 308 N. Main St. in Piqua.

The meeting will begin with a networking breakfast 
from 8:30 to 9 a.m. 

Speakers and topics include:
•  9 to 10 a.m. – Cash Reserve Policies; Dawn Lund of 
Utility Financial Solutions
•  10 to 11 a.m. – Fundamentals of Interest Rates and 
Markets; Jim Moore, principal with Kensington Capital 
Advisors
•  11 a.m. to noon – Investment of Interim Public Mon-
ies; Ted Sobel, managing director at Ramirez & Co., Inc.
•  12:30  to  1:30  p.m.  –  Legislative  Update,  Michael 
Beirne,  AMP’s  assistant  vice  president  of  government 
affairs and publications
•  1:30  to  2:30  p.m.  –  AMP  Credit  Scoring  Policy 
Changes;  JC Speiser, AMP member credit compliance 
analyst

Lunch will also be provided from noon to 12:30 p.m.
Interested parties from member municipalities (in-

cluding finance staff, municipal management and sup-
port staff, and elected officials) are invited.
To  RSVP  for  the  meeting,  please  contact  JC  Speiser 

at 614.540.0967, jspeiser@amppartners.org ; or me at 
614.540.0848, cdeeter@amppartners.org

Woodville to offer O&M class
By Krista Selvage

The Village of Woodville will offer a 2012 Fall O&M class 
Sept. 28 at the Woodville Utilities Department, 530 Lime St.
Instructor Mike Maringer will lead the program. Courses 

are approved by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 
for either water or wastewater. Form E Certificate of Atten-
dance will be provided. 

The scheduled agenda is:

•  8 a.m. – Water Technology
•  9:30 a.m. – Membrane Technology
•  10:30 a.m. – Break
•  10:45 a.m. – Chemical Handling
•  11:15 a.m. – Lunch
•  Noon – Anaerobic and Aerobic Digestion Process
•  3 p.m. – Adjourn

Registration is $25. The deadline to attend is 4 p.m. Sept. 
14. Class size will be limited to 40. 

For more information or to register, please contact Kris 
Gerwin at 419.849.3031 or krisg@woodville.net

SRECs and solar construction     
to be discussed at conference
By Alice Walker – manager of alternative generation and Smart Grid 

On Oct. 23,  attendees  at  the 2012 AMP/OMEA Confer-
ence will have two opportunities to learn more about solar 
facility construction and SREC markets. 
Napoleon Solar Facility: Construction and SREC Market 

Overview will be offered from 12:45 to 1:30 p.m. and again 
from 3 to 4 p.m. I will provide a behind-the-scenes look at 
the construction of AMP’s first photovoltaic facility in Na-
poleon, Ohio. 
The 3.5-MW facility was designed, engineered, and built 

within one year’s time. Attendees will get a feel for solar 
equipment terminology and what makes solar facility con-
struction unique. 
The second half of the presentation will be given by Jerry 

Willman, AMP director of energy marketing. He will offer 
an overview of  the Solar Renewable Energy Credit (SREC) 
markets in AMP member states, discussing the current pric-
ing,  constraints,  and  expected  market  movement.  Please 
join us to learn more about these topics. 

AFEC weekly update
By Craig Kleinhenz – manager of power supply planning 

Warmer temperatures this week resulted in strong pro-
duction  from AFEC.  Temperatures  averaged  3.5  degrees 
above normal, with four of the last seven days reaching 
over 90 degrees. 

These higher temperatures led to higher prices which 
caused the capacity factor for the week to average 82 per-
cent (compared to 68 percent last week). Strong overnight 
prices resulted in the plant being dispatched to minimum 
load only 10 hours over the course of the week. 
The spread between On-Peak market prices and AFEC 

dispatch costs doubled from last week with base genera-
tion  costs  being  $12  cheaper  than  on-peak Day  Ahead 
prices. Duct burners also saw an increase in usage as they 
were on 54 percent of the hours and were $3 cheaper than 
on-peak prices.  

Energy markets unfazed by Isaac
By Craig Kleinhenz 

Last time there was a major hurricane to hit New Or-
leans it also shut down a large amount of natural gas 
production in the Gulf of Mexico. This resulted in a large 
increase in natural gas and power prices. 
This week with Hurricane Isaac the markets seemed to 

shrug and look the other way. October natural gas prices 
closed  lower  this  week  to  finish  trading  down  $0.09  / 
MMBtu to end at $2.75 / MMBtu. Power followed natural 
gas with 2013 on-peak electric prices at AD Hub finishing 
yesterday down $0.44 / MWh from last week closing at 
$38.23 / MWh. 

Conference reminder
By Karen Ritchey – manager of communication programs

The 2012 AMP/OMEA Conference will take place Oct. 22-
25 at the InterContinental Hotel Cleveland, 9801 Carnegie 
Ave., in Cleveland, Ohio.

The registration brochure and a link to register online are 
located on the home page of the AMP website. To make a 
hotel reservation, please click here. Please make reservations 
early as rooms in AMP’s reduced priced group rate will only 
be held until 5 p.m. Oct. 1 or until the room block is filled. 

The conference agenda includes educational sessions, 
participants meetings, project and finance updates, mem-
bership  and  committee meetings, Municipal  Electric  Part-
ners Reception, Safety Lunch and Awards Banquet.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 
614.540.0933 or kritchey@amppartners.org.

http://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1128725
http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/intercontinental/en/gb/dates-preferences/CLEHA?groupCode=SMK
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Update Classifieds

AMP seeks director of market-
ing and member relations
American Municipal Power, Inc. (AMP) is seeking a director 

of marketing/member relations to assist the senior vice presi-
dent of marketing and operations in the administration and 
marketing of services, programs and power supply projects to 
129 members of our organization. 

The position requires a comprehensive knowledge of elec-
tric utility standards, procedures, operations, load management 
and generation. The candidate must possess a related bachelor’s 
degree and have ten or more years of experience in the electric 
utility  industry; municipal experience is a plus. Must demon-
strate  excellent  communication  skills  and be a well-seasoned 
public speaker. Travel is required, mainly throughout Ohio, 
and in portions of Pennsylvania, Michigan, West Virginia, Vir-
ginia and Kentucky. 
We offer a liberal benefit package including participation in 

the OPERS retirement system. For the complete description of 
this position, please visit the career section of our website at 
www.amppartners.org
This position is open because Eric Lloyd, current director of 

marketing/member relations, decided to pursue other endeav-
ors. Please join us in wishing Eric continued success.

Village of Woodville is in need 
of Class II water operator
Immediate opening,  applicant must have Class  II water  li-

cense, along with a background in water treatment/distribution 
and three years’ experience preferred. A Class B CDL (Commer-
cial Driver’s License) is required or must be willing to obtain 
one. 

Applicant should be highly motivated and have good me-
chanical ability; must be willing to live within a reasonable dis-
tance of the village.

Applications for this position may be obtained online at 
www.villageofwoodville.com or at the Municipal Building, 530 
Lime Street between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Applications must be re-
turned by Sept. 28. 
Questions  may  be  directed  to  Village  Administrator  Keith 

Kruse at 419.849.3031 or email at utilities@villageofwoodville.
com.

City of Piqua is accepting appli-
cations for associate engineer

The City of Piqua is accepting applications for the position 
of associate engineer for the Municipal Power Department. The 
associate engineer performs engineering and planning for the 
Power System. 

Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, working with 
engineering staff to complete a variety of projects, assisting me-
ter technician and warehouse keeper as needed, maintaining 
GIS and mobile mapping program, and implementing distri-
bution and transmission maintenance policy. 
Qualifications include experience in the power utility indus-

try or related business, management experience, and an Asso-

ciate Degree  in  Engineering/Engineering  Technology.  Indi-
viduals with demonstrated related work experience may be 
considered with bachelor degrees in other disciplines. 

Please send letter of interest, three business references, 
and application to 201 West Water Street, Human Resources 
Department 2nd floor, Piqua, Ohio 45356, visit our website 
at www.piquaoh.org to download an application. Deadline 
for applications is Sept. 21. EOE.

City of St. Marys seeks direc-
tor of public service and safety
The City of St. Marys, a city of 8,332 residents in west cen-

tral Ohio with an annual budget of $45 million, invites ap-
plicants to apply for the position of director of public service 
and safety. 

Successful applicant will be appointed by and serve at 
the pleasure of the mayor and will plan, direct, and manage 
administrative, public safety, public works, and public util-
ity  services;  prepare  and monitor  city’s  budget  and  expen-
ditures; develop and enforce policies and procedures; and 
administer five labor agreements. 
Must possess a degree from an accredited college or uni-

versity  in  a field  closely  related  to  the position. Degree  in 
mechanical, civil, or electrical engineering preferred with 
five years’ experience and licensed as a Registered Profession-
al Engineer. Must become a city resident within six months. 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience.  Interested  appli-

cants can request an employment application by contacting 
Sue Backs at the City of St. Marys at 419.394.3303 ext. 3105 
or at sbacks@cityofstmarys.net. A properly completed appli-
cation and resume must be submitted by Sept. 7 to be con-
sidered. EOE For more information on the City of St. Marys, 
visit us at www.cityofstmarys.net

American Municipal Power
1111 Schrock Road, 

Columbus, Ohio  43229
614.540.1111 l FAX 614.540.1113

www.amppartners.org

Sept. 5—Safety subcommittee meeting
AMP Headquarters, Columbus

Sept. 6—AMP finance and accounting 
subcommittee meeting
Fort Piqua Plaza Banquet Center, Piqua

Oct. 7-13—Public Power Week activities 
in member communities 

Oct. 22-25—AMP/OMEA Conference 
InterContinental Hotel, Cleveland

Nov. 29—AMP finance and accounting 
subcommittee meeting
AMP Headquarters, Columbus

Calendar
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CHAIRMAN BECK HOLDS THIRD INTERESTED PARTY MEETING AT CLEVELAND 

STATE 
On Wednesday, House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Peter Beck (R-Mason) held a third 

interested party meeting to study the issues surrounding current municipal income tax practices and areas 

where more uniformity is needed, on a statewide basis. The meeting, which was held at Cleveland State 

University, was attended by Reps. Mike Henne (R-Clayton), Terry Boose (R-Norwalk) and Nan Baker (R-

Westlake) along with a large number of area Mayors, Managers, Finance Directors, and Tax 

Administrators. Also in attendance were a handful of local tax preparers and those representing local 

businesses, which have had experiences either personally or anecdotally relating to municipal income tax 

practices. We appreciate our municipal leaders who attended the interested party meeting and took time out 

of their busy schedules to spend the day educating our policy makers and interested business community 

leaders on how important the revenue generated by their local income tax is to the continuation of services 

businesses and residents depend on every day. 
  
PENSION REFORM IN FINAL STRETCH 
With acceptance of substitute versions of all five pension fund bills by the House Health and Aging 

Retirement and Pensions Subcommittee and testimony being provided by the Directors of all five funds in 

support of the bills, the end seems to be near. 
Sub. SB340, the Ohio Police & Fire Pension Fund bill, contains the amendment that was requested by the 

League. The amendment would allow for a transitional period for the submission of employer contributions 

from quarterly to monthly. If this change was not incorporated there was a possibility members would have 

to make two payments in one month to the fund. Also, the proposed effective date for the legislation is now 

January 7, 2013. 
  
Sub. SB343, the Ohio Public Employees Pension Fund bill, contains a compromise dealing with the 

"Minimum Earnable Salary." The new MES will be $600 after December 31, 2013. Those who do not 

make the new Minimum Earnable Salary will receive partial credit. The proposed effective date for Sub. 

SB343 is also January 7, 2013. 
  
Copies of the two substitute bills and a comparative synopsis can be located on our website at 

 www.omlohio.org under "Pension News." 
  
The timeline for passage of all five pension bills is as follows: the bills are scheduled for a vote before the 

House Health and Aging Retirement and Pensions Subcommittee on the morning of September 10, 2012, 

the bills will then go before the full House Health and Aging Committee later that afternoon. After a day's 

layover and a positive vote from the full committee, action is expected on the House floor the morning of 

September 12, 2012. Senate President Tom Niehaus stated he intends to call the full Senate back for a vote 

on the pension bills September 12, 2012 as well.   
  

 

 



LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES FOR THE WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2012 
 

Monday, September 10, 2012 
HOUSE HEALTH AND AGING RETIREMENT AND PENSIONS SUBCOMMITTEE Rep. Schuring: 

614-752-2438 Mon., Sep. 10, 2012, 11:00 AM, Hearing Room 121  

 

SB340 OHIO POLICE AND FIRE PENSION FUND (NIEHAUS T) To revise the law governing the Ohio 

Police and Fire Pension Fund. Ninth Hearing, All Testimony, POSSIBLE VOTE  

  

SB343 PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM (NIEHAUS T, KEARNEY E) To revise the law 

governing the Public Employees Retirement System. Ninth Hearing, All Testimony, POSSIBLE VOTE  

  

HOUSE HEALTH AND AGING Rep. Wachtmann: 614-466-3760 Mon., Sep. 10, 2012, 3:00 PM, Hearing 

Room 116   

  

SB340 OHIO POLICE AND FIRE PENSION FUND (NIEHAUS T) To revise the law governing the Ohio 

Police and Fire Pension Fund. Eleventh Hearing, All Testimony, AMENDMENTS/SUBSTITUTE 

BILL/POSSIBLE VOTE  

  

SB343 PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM (NIEHAUS T, KEARNEY E) To revise the law 

governing the Public Employees Retirement System. Eleventh Hearing, All Testimony, 

AMENDMENTS/SUBSTITUTE BILL/ POSSIBLE VOTE  

  

 

Ohio Municipal League 
 
Legislative Inquires:   Edward Albright, Director of Legislative Affairs 
Kent Scarrett, Director of Communications   Tim Biggam, Legislative Advocate 
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FEATURE______________________________

Ready to Roll! Ohio Conference on Freight
The deadline for registration for the 2012 Ohio Conference on Freight is 

Friday, September 7. Click here to register now. The conference is 
Thursday and Friday, September 13 & 14 at the Kalahari Convention Center 
in Sandusky.  To reserve a room at the Kalahari Convention Center call 

877-525-2427. Reference "Ohio Conference on Freight" and ask if reduced 
room rates are still available...more

Regional Collaboration and Shared Services

Governments leveraging resources and finding efficiencies

Upcoming 
Events

Ohio Conference
on Freight
Kalahari 
Convention Center, 
Sandusky
September 13 & 14

Contact Christine 
Drennen, 
419.241.9155 ext. 
119
Summit on 
Sustainability and the 
Environment

Presented by Mid-
Ohio Regional 
Planning 
Commission 
(MORPC)
Wednesday, 
October 3, at the 
Greater Columbus 
Convention Center
Keynote speaker: 
Lisa Wojnarowski 
Downes, 
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Ottawa River

Ukranian Guests

Photo of the Month

New Members

Member Highlight:
Village of Haskins

EVENTLINE

September /
October

2012

Wednesday, October 17, 2:30 - 4 p.m.

Grand Lobby of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Plaza
In response to a recent survey of TMACOG members, this TMACOG Tech 
session will show members how to use state services to reduce costs, 
improve efficiency, and continue to deliver needed programs and services. 
Many state and federal grants now require evidence of regional 
collaboration in grant and loan applications. The need for services continues 
to grow even as state contribution to local governments has been reduced. 
This session will help members take advantage of state programs.
TMACOG has invited representatives from the Ohio Auditor of State's Office 
and the Ohio Office of Budget and Management to discuss the Skinny Ohio
initiatives, the Local Government Innovation Fund, and the Beyond 
Boundaries action plan.
 There is no cost to attend but please contact Jennifer Allen to register: 
419.241.9155 ext. 107.

TRANSPORTATION______________________

Amtrak Chair at Local Forum

Thomas C. Carper, chairman of the Amtrak Board of Directors, will be the 
featured speaker at the annual Passenger Rail Forum, Monday, October 22, 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m. The luncheon and public event will be held at the Toledo 
Club, 235 14th Street in downtown Toledo.
The Passenger Rail Forum is an annual event presented by the Northwest 
Ohio Passenger Rail Association and TMACOG's Public Transit & 
Passenger Rail Committee. Organizers share new developments in 
passenger rail transportation including investment in new and upgraded 
connections in Ohio, Michigan, and neighboring states and the resulting 
economic benefits to the region.
The luncheon meeting is open to the public. Tickets are  $25 NOPRA 
members, $30 non-members, and $18 students. Please contact Jodi 
Rayburg at 419.241.9155 ext. 120 to reserve your place.

Fort-to-Port Finish Line

coordinator of the 
North American 
initiative of the 
Alliance for Water 
Stewardship (AWS)

Regional 
Collaboration & 
Shared Services
Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Plaza in 
Grand Lobby
Wednesday, 
October 17
Contact Jennifer 
Allen,
419.241.9155 ext. 
107
GreenTown 
Conference
Lucas-County and 
City of Toledo
October 25 & 26
SeaGate Centre
Contact Kurt 
Erichsen, 
419.241.9155 ext. 
119
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The realignment of US 24 from Fort Wayne, Indiana to Toledo has been 
completed on time and on budget. The Ohio Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) celebrated with a ribbon cutting near Waterville on Tuesday, 
August 28. Before it opened to vehicles, walkers, runners, and cyclists were 
invited to try out the pavement...more

ENVIRONMENT__________________________

End of Season Pool and Hot Tub Draining
TMACOG's Stormwater Coalition is sharing information about how to drain 
swimming pools and hot tubs while protecting stormwater.
You've spent the summer barbecuing, swimming and appreciating Ohio's 
abundant natural resources and now it's time to pack up the last picnic, 
send the kids off to school and close the backyard pool. Many pool owners 
don't know that draining pool water directly to the storm sewer can harm 
local creeks, rivers and lakes and the fish and wildlife that live in them. This 
is because pool water contains chlorine, copper, and filter backwash that 
when discharged to a storm sewer runs directly to ditches and streams 
without being treated...more

Swan Creek Watershed Signs Going Up

A series of interpretive outdoor signs in the Swan Creek watershed will 
provide information about stormwater management and restoration projects, 
and encourage the public to take steps to protect water quality.
The signs were created through an environmental education mini-grant that 
TMACOG received from the Ohio EPA through the Ohio Environmental 
Education Fund. TMACOG partnered with local high schools and park 
systems to create the signs. Students at Sylvania North View and 
Springfield High School researched water issues and designed the signs. 
Park employees will install them in Harroun Park, International Park, 
Pearson Metropark, Olander Park, and at Harvest Ditch in Springfield 
Township.
A sign unveiling at Harroun Community Park east of Main Street in Sylvania 

Page 3 of 6

9/5/2012http://mail.napoleonohio.com:32000/webmail/



will be announced.

GreenTown Conference at SeaGate Centre

On October 25 & 26, GreenTown: The Future of Community will be coming 
to the SeaGate Centre in downtown Toledo. GreenTown is a dynamic 
experience designed to help create sustainable communities. Active since 
2007, the conference directors bring inspiring speakers and case studies to 
an audience of community leaders representing government, business, and 
higher education. The goal is to promote networking and interaction and 
ultimately to help a community form sustainable plans to address 
transportation questions, natural resources issues, and pursue eco-centered 
development...more

An informational meeting September 6 will help non-profit organizations in 
Lucas County learn how to apply for Clean Ohio grants.
Clean Ohio provides grants to preserve open space. In this newest round of 
grants, $1,267,184 has been allocated for the preservation of wetlands, 
parkland, or other open spaces in the county. Applicants must provide a 
minimum 25 percent in local matching funds. The Natural Resources 
Assistance Council (NRAC) will hold the September 6 meeting to discuss 

the program, its goals, and to answer questions...more

Ottawa River Progress at UT Campus
Phase 1 of a large project to restore in-stream and riparian habitat along the 
Ottawa River where it travels through the main campus of the University of 
Toledo is near completion. In the current phase of work, construction crews 
removed old mixed fill from the 1960s that had filled in floodplains...more

MEMBER NEWS_________________________
TMACOG Welcomes Ukrainian Delegation
On August 9, TMACOG was host to the Great Lakes Consortium for 
International Training and Development and WSOS Community Action 
Commission. They were escorting a group of local leaders from the Western 
Ukraine who are visiting the region researching best management practices 
in government...more

TMACOG Photo Gallery - Photo of the Month

Clean Ohio Funds Application 
Schedule
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The photo of the month was taken by Thomas Liskai from Helena, Ohio. 
September's selection is a dramatic photo showing the photographer's son 
at work on a Sandusky County farm. See recent submissions to TMACOG's 
photo gallery here.

New Members
TMACOG welcomes back two returning members. The Village of West 
Millgrove in Wood County has re-joined TMACOG as a governmental 
member. Ann M. Schreiner is the mayor of West Millgrove. Sylvania School 
District also returned as a member in July. Bradley Rieger is the 
superintendent of schools. More information is available 
at www.sylvania.k12.oh.us.

Member Highlight

Village of Haskins

The Village of Haskins is a small but growing community. The population in 
2003 was 650 people. With the building of new residential subdivisions, the 
population is now 1188. Mayor Paul Gies says that he is one of the many 
new people who moved to Haskins in the last decade for the peaceful small 
town living. The village is a bit off the beaten path in Wood County 
southeast of Waterville. State Route 64 and SR 582 are the main roads. 
Villagers will be very glad when the widening of US 24 and I-75 work are 
complete as many residents commute to the north and south. The village 
has their own police department. Middleton Township volunteers staff the 
fire department and host the annual chicken barbeque fundraiser in August. 
The village motto is "Where to Live," reflecting a commitment to a safe and 
family friendly community . ..more
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